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New Programme for Government

ÅProvide new National Heritage Plan

ÅStrengthen the role of Heritage Officers at local 
authority level

ÅInput from Heritage Officers to cultural tourism

ÅAnnual Built Heritage Investment Scheme

ÅPrioritise the publication of Culture 2025, the first 
National Cultural Policy

ÅEstablish an Historic Towns Initiative

ÅSupport for regional museums and increased 
loans from National Cultural Institutions



The Heritage Council

Å14 staff

ÅBoard of 17 members

ÅNational remit

ÅHeritage Act 1995

ÅEstablished 1996

ÅIndependent Semi-state

ÅBased in Kilkenny

ÅNatural, Built and Cultural Heritage

http://www.heritagecouncil.ie/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=uploads/pics/Staff.jpg&md5=8469d1ae635fb30dbd136ab41f06173d16611248&parameters[0]=YTo0OntzOjU6IndpZHRoIjtzOjQ6IjgwMG0iO3M6NjoiaGVpZ2h0IjtzOjQ6IjYw&parameters[1]=MG0iO3M6NzoiYm9keVRhZyI7czo0MToiPGJvZHkgc3R5bGU9Im1hcmdpbjowOyBi&parameters[2]=YWNrZ3JvdW5kOiNmZmY7Ij4iO3M6NDoid3JhcCI7czozNzoiPGEgaHJlZj0iamF2&parameters[3]=YXNjcmlwdDpjbG9zZSgpOyI+IHwgPC9hPiI7fQ==


Functions of The Heritage Council

ÅPromote Heritage

ÅProtect, preserve and 

enhance national 

heritage

ÅPolicy advice to Minister

ÅCo-ordination of heritage 

activities 



Heritage is . . .

Heritage Act 1995



Value of Heritage

ÅIntrinsic Value

ÅEconomic / Employment

ïTourism

ïJob Creation (including FDI)

ÅQuality of Life

ÅHealth



Heritage & Local Authorities

ÅHeritage Officer Programme - strategic 
and proactive approach

ÅIntegration ïnot seeing óheritageô issues in 
isolation

ÅInclusion ïpromoting partnership 
approaches



Heritage Officer Programme

ÅPartnership 

Arrangement

ÅThe Heritage Council 

of Ireland

ÅCounty and City 

Councils

Å28 Heritage Officers



Heritage Officer

ÅEmployed by local 

authority

ÅSupported by Heritage 

Council:

ïTraining

ïDevelopment

ïNetwork

ïFinance

ïOperational Plans 

Heritage Officers meet with Minister 

Humphreys at Cavan County Museum



Heritage Officer Programme

ÅLocal needs and 

requirements

ÅHeritage remit ïbroad

ÅDifferent professional 

backgrounds

ÅHeritage Training & 

Development Programme 



Role of County Heritage Officer

Conor Nelligan

County Cork Heritage Officer

Cork County Council



Placing Heritage at the

Heart of Public Life
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Heritage creates a sense of place



Heritage reinforces the character of our 

towns and villages


